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8pm - 9pm (Central European 
Time - Belgrade) 

Fri May 6, 2022 

Belgrade, Serbia 

Treba da donesemo odluku o odrzavanju 
takmicenja, ZEPS, OPP, MixTeam. Molim vas 
da pogledate program rada Jozefa Harsanjija, 
koji se kandiduje za predsednika EBL. Mi sa 
njim imamo odlicne odnose od ranije. Rekao je 
da ce nam pomoci u mnogo cemu ako ga 
podrzimo. 
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Josef Harsanyi for EBL President 
Program for next 4 years. 

The ideal EBL Team will be created to serve the bridge sport in our Zone1 and the NBOs of 
our Zone. 
The members of EBL Executive Committee will first outline, then manage and control the 
execution of programs of EBL.  
An extended working network of Executive Committees together with the 20 existing EBL 
committees will successfully liaise with our NBOs and with the World Bridge Federation.  
 
We shall develop projects to support the marketing activities of NBOs and extend them to 
all member NBOs. These marketing plans will be based on the most successful programs to 
attract new members and to reorganize schools and university bridge. 
 
The organization of continental events will be considered as the central task of EBL.  
 
CONTINUING EXISTING PROJECTS 
 
The EBL Championships and events will be carried out over the coming years as they were 
conceived by previous EBL Executive Committees led by Jan Kamras, Yves Aubry, Gianarrigo 
Rona, Jose Damiani and earlier Presidents.  
 
Supporting Youth bridge activities will be continued and expanded.  
Elements -   
A. School projects – adapting and distributing the best teaching systems. Examination 
and proposals for improvement by EBL certified teaching experts in agreement with local 
governments and education and sport organizations. 
b. Supporting bridge teachers and coaching activities to develop national educational 
programs. The EBL Youth Coach seminars started in 2015 in Tromso followed in 2016 Liepaja 
and Opatija 2018 created a network of competent youth trainers and coaches. This network 
will be strengthened. 
C. Regular regional tournaments will be held for all age groups.  
D. Improving co-operation with EUSA and FISU. We shall increase our influence on the 
national youth sport committees to build up a better relation between NBOs and 
EUSA/FISU. We will try to fulfill the requirement of international University Sport 
Organizations to run national university championships. In case of small countries, the 
universities will be combined with leagues of teams from other countries.  
 
The EBL will retain the link between NBOs and EBL in Tournament Directors’ Education 
The yearly TD Workshops help all NBOs with the high level education of promising TDs. 
Most participants of former courses were later able to educate lower level TDs in their 
home NBO using the collected knowledge of these TD Workshops. 
 
Officers’ Seminars will continue to be held biannually.  
Since they began, these seminars have provided valuable information for NBOs in addition 
to being a democratic forum for the exchange of views. The new EBL Officers’ Seminars 
Committee will consult with NBOs to decide on the program for 2024 and 2026.  
 
 
 



FINANCIAL STABILIZATION and COST SAVINGS 
 
The EBL’s income has been reduced in the last two years due to the pandemic and its impact 
on the finances of NBOs. The new Treasurer will keep a stable balance, to be able to fulfill 
the tasks of EBL as defined by the Statutes and established practice. 
 
We shall continue on the course of low budget championships and keep the management 
costs as low as possible. No exaggerated lawyers’ cost will be allowed. 
No exaggerated lawyers’ cost will be allowed. 
 
In the next two years, we shall not change the twelve-year old algorithm for the calculation 
of yearly membership fees of NBOs.  
 
To help attract more NBO members and improve the position of bridge in the society of 
sports is an other central task of EBL. A new EBL-Bridge-Marketing-Unit will be formed to 
support NBOs in accessing more coverage in media and social forums. Vote for EBL 
Executive candidates, who bring know-how from countries with good bridge marketing 
experience. 
The EBL will help NBOs to build up sponsor relations by developing ambassadors to 
potential local sponsors.  
 
INTRODUCING NEW SYSTEM FOR CHAMPIONSHIPS AND FOR HIGH LEVEL REGIONAL 
TOURNAMENTS 
The Champions Cup should be open for all EBL NBOs. NBOs above 20.000 members are 
entitled to nominate two club teams and NBOs above 40.000 members may nominate three 
teams to the qualification. The first qualification should be played in Groups, with the best 
16 teams from the qualification groups to play the KO-phase. 
 
The European National Team Championships starting from 2024 will be planned to run in a 
similar system for teams including only registered players of the NBO.  
 
These two changes are intended to serve the interest of NBOs.  
 
The Open European Championship remains attractive for a broad level of bridge players all 
over the world. 
The future development of tournament technology can result changes in format of 
championships, which will serve the interest of bridge sport. The new technological 
alternatives will be tested immediately after my election. 
 
 
The work of Investigation and Disciplinary Committee will be improved based on their six 
years’ experience. The aim is on one hand to continue to exclude cheaters and unfair 
actions from the championships, on the other hand to avoid serious losses to the 
international bridge sport through allegations without a proper basis. The legal interface 
between EBL and CAS will be firmly established in the interest of acceptance of their 
judgements by the world of players. 
 
All members of the new EBL Executive Committee with myself as elected President will 
actively co-operate with all positive NBOs to find the best way to recover from the damage 
caused by the pandemic.  
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